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While the Buddha was going from town to town and from monas-
tery to monastery organizing his Community on the banks of the
Lower Ganges, far away in his native city, near the terai of Nepal, his
father, old King Suddhodana, sent him message upon message ask-
ing to see him once more before he died. Now that his work was se-
cure, the Buddha acceded to this request. He went to Kapilavastu and
saw his family again. At Kapilavastu, indeed, as everywhere else, he
insisted upon begging his food. He treated his father with infinite
gentleness, and his own wife Gopa too, whose praiseworthy behaviour
since their separation was thus rewarded.1 He made the acquaintance
of his son Rahula, who had grown up in his absence and was now ad-
mitted into the Community. Nanda, the brother of the Buddha, also
became a ;monk, though a little against his own inclination. The
Buddha lured him to his abode by a pious stratagem, kept him there,
and gave him the tonsure, in spite of his memories of his charming
wife. Nanda's regrets and the consolation, both affectionate and ironi-
cal, which were lavished upon him by the Buddha form one of the
most lively displays of wit in the Scriptures. The Buddha was after-
wards to return once more to Kapilavastu, this time through the air,
to be with his father when he breathed his last. Nor did he forget the
mother who had died in giving him birth, but transported himself to
the heaven of the thirty-three gods in order to teach her the Law.
On this occasion he remained for three months in heaven. His return
to earth down a staircase of precious stones has frequently been rep-
resented on Buddhist monuments, and notably in the paintings of
Tibet.2
After his journey to his native city the Buddha had returned and
taken up his residence in Magadha, where he received a visit from
a celebrated figure in the Scriptures, the rich merchant Anatha-
pindika, a native of Sravasti in the kingdom of Kosala (Oudh).
1 See the delightful fresco of the Buddha's return to his home, from the antechamber
to Cave XVII at Ajanfc in Havell: Indian Sculpture and Painting, PL XLVI-XLVIII.
* Vol. IV, Fig. 182.